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UM PHOTOGRAPHY PROFESSOR WINS NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC FELLOWSHIP 
MISSOULA-
University of Montana photojournalism Professor Teresa Tamura recently was chosen as 
a 2005 National Geographic magazine faculty fellowship recipient.
The only one to receive the award this year, Tamura is the 14th person selected since the 
fellowship was created.
“The purpose of the faculty fellowship is to give college photojournalism faculty the 
opportunity to observe the planning, editing and production stages of National Geographic 
magazine’s visual coverage,” said Susan Smith, assistant director of photography at National 
Geographic.
Tamura plans to take what she learns at National Geographic back to her UM classroom 
via an electronic presentation. She will incorporate photos and sound clips to show students the 
process of creating a magazine, such as how the editors choose what images to use. She also will 
take questions from her students about the magazine process to National Geographic.
“I am passionate about photojournalism and education,” Tamura said, “and I think that 
National Geographic has been such an institution in the high quality of photos and content. It’s a 
chance to learn from the best.”
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Tamura first heard of the opportunity through an article on the last page of National 
Geographic. It was written by a professor who previously had a fellowship with the magazine and 
was able to go on an assignment with a photographer. This sparked Tamura’s interest, and she 
always kept the idea in the back of her mind.
Last August, Tamura attended a conference o f more than 8,000 journalists as part of 
Student Campus in Washington, D.C. She organized a tour to National Geographic for the 
student group she headed and while there met Bob Howell, director of Human Resources at 
National Geographic. She e-mailed Howell late last year to find out how she could apply for the 
fellowship the magazine offered, and he sent back contact information for Smith.
In January Tamura applied for the fellowship because she said she was “feeling at a point 
where I was ready to try something like this.” Several weeks later she learned she was selected.
“We selected Ms. Tamura because of her background, experience and her well-written 
statement of interest in the program that outlined goals we think she can meet here,” Smith said.
While at the National Geographic Tamura will have the opportunity to learn all facets of 
magazine production, including conceptualizing and planning of a magazine story, photography 
assignments, photo engineering, editing, layout and art production.
Will Tamura get to realize most photographers’ dreams and experience a field shoot?
“Sometimes there are opportunities to observe photographers in the field,” Smith said.
“This depends on assignment schedules and the visual team’s judgment as to whether or not the 
presence of an observer would in any way compromise the coverage.”
On May 21 Tamura will leave for Washington, D.C., where she will live three blocks
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from the National Geographic offices. She hopes to spend her free time in the National Archives 
studying the Minidoka Internment Camp, which held Japanese-Americans from Oregon, 
Washington and Alaska during World War II. She has photographed remnants of the camp and 
people who lived there and plans to create a photographic book of her research. Some of her 
photos already have been published in Pacific Northwest, the Seattle Times’ Sunday magazine.
As a staff photographer at the Seattle Times, Tamura covered the eastside of the Seattle- 
area, including Bellevue and North Bend. She then worked at The Community School, a private 
K-12 institution in Sun Valley, Idaho, where she taught black-and-white photography to junior 
high and high school-age students. Then in Ketchum, Idaho, she worked at the Web-based 
Environmental News Network as a photo editor for nearly half a year before coming to UM.
Tamura said she hopes to gain valuable knowledge at National Geographic. She also 
hopes to take away with her “a more realistic idea of what the expectations are from people who 
want to work for National Geographic,” which she hopes to share with her students once she 
returns to the classroom.
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